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struck by the power and the resources of the vassal as com-
pared with those of the sovereign. After the intervention of
the Powers Mohammed Ali had no intention of endangering
his position in Egypt, or of exposing his ports to blockade by
the Allies for the sake of the Sultan. When in 18128 General
Maison warned Ibrahim against his further stay in the Morea,
Mohammed Ali, without waiting for the Sultan's word, in-
instructed Ibrahim to evacuate the peninsula, thus establish-
ing peace between himself and the Powers, leaving the Sultan
to carry on the struggle alone with the Czar of Russia. As a
sign of his indignation, the Sultan withdrew his former offer
of the pashalik of Acca, which was intended as a substitute
for the loss of the Morea, leaving only the government of
Crete in the hands of Mohammed Ali.

This provoked Mohammed Ali into revising his policy
towards the Porte, and when the latter was at war with the
Russians, Mohammed Ali was secretly planning a new role.
As soon as the expedition returned from Greece, Ibrahim
prepared the minds of his men for a rupture with the Sultan;
"What have I or any of you benefited from the Sultan? Have
we not all eaten the bread of Mohammed Ali? Have we not
all been brought up by him as his children? Egypt is his and
he won it by the sword. We know no sovereign but Moham-
med Ali/5 Why should the Sultan be allowed to thwart
Mohammed Ali in his ambitions and stand in his way to
dominion and power? Did he not deliver the sacred cities
from the ravaging hands of the Wahhabis, after a most obsti-
nate campaign wholly conducted by himself? Was not
Mohammed Ali the undisputed lord of an Arabic-speaking
empire, stretching from Candia to the Persian Gulf and from
the Mediterranean to the sources of the White Nile? Were
not his armies feared, respected and triumphant wherever
they marched? Was he not therefore entitled to special treat-
ment at the hands of the Sultan?

. Sultan Mahmud II, it should be said, was a despot of a
most passionate character. He came to the throne in 1809 as
a result of a revolution m which one sultan was murdered
by the Janissaries and another deposed after a few days' rule.
Mahnmd had a most fickle temper, at times extremely
violent, at others utterly dejected; sometimes very strong-